January 3, 2005

Ministry of Water, Land & Air Protection
P.0. Box 9377 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, B.C.

VEW 9M1

Attention: Barb McGrenere
Public Safety & Prevention Initiatives

Re: Letter dated December 16, 2004

We can only comment that we were extremely disappointed and deeply upset with the
government's decision to allow the issuing of a Permit to Sablefin Hatcheries Ltd. for a

waste system.

To put it bluntly, it really, “blows our minds” that a Permit like this would be granted. [t
seems abundantly obvious to us that using the tombolo, which is a recognized sensitive
ecosystem, is not the appropriate choice for the waste system proposed.

Owur Government and its’ officials, charged with the special duty to care for the public
good, talk often about, “Protection of our environment.” All too often we get simple lip
service. As citizens we are concerned about the lack of honesty and integrity in both our
politicians and in the public service bureaucrats responsible for the long term care of our
public treasures. Cur birds, wildlife and fisheries are only supported by a tiny amount of
remaining habitat. They are under siege and are being eroded every day by short sighted
business interests, which, by their very nature, are only self-serving, Business cannot and
does not serve the public good. They serve only the interest of their shareholders. They
are motivated only by profit, and they cannot serve two masters. Serving the public good
is the role of government. Remember, “...of the people, by the people, for the people™

Business must be held to a higher standard, else all is lost. Now, more than ever before,
government must embrace and protect the publics' remaining heritage. Once that critical
edge is reached where the remaining ecosystem and balance of nature is breached, then it
is our personal view that all inter-related systems will collapse. Permanently. Just like
our east coast fisheries have done and where efforts to recover the fishery has failed. Just
like so many forested and grassland regions in Canada where multiple species have been
driven to extinction. All across America. All around the world.

These are losses to all of mankind. These natural calamities have happened because
business doesn't care and because governments like ours have not been held accountable.
They have not protected the public trust.

We ask, “Are you now protecting the public trust with your decision to provide a waste
disposal permit to Sablefin Hatcheries Ltd?" If you must proceed, have you considered
low impact alternatives? Has anything but superficial evaluation been done to project the
future impact to the natral balance of the area by such an explosion of waste water and
effluent into the local ecosystem through the tombolo. We think not! We would like to









